Name ___________________________________


“A Rose For Emily” by William Faulkner
LEQ:  How do little details and subtle implications show the world and others in “A Rose for Emily”?
As you read “A Rose for Emily” today, consider the little details that Faulkner includes which reveal a great deal. You will be taking a test on this story, so read carefully.

You might need to look up the following words: Encroach, temerity, cabal, circumvent, inextricable, tableau, and virulent. 

1. The first paragraph is telling us that she died. The rest is a flashback to her life.


a. Why did the men go to her funeral?


b. Why did the women go to her funeral?

2.  The second paragraph describes her house. Take notes on time period in the margins of the story.

a. What impression does this description create?

3. Describe Miss Emily. Do not simply copy the section from the third paragraph because there’s more to her than what’s written (inferences are good).

4. Explain the taxes situation.

5. Why can’t the city authorities “see Colonel Sartoris”? 
a. What does this show us about Miss Emily?

6. List the events with a timeline of Miss Emily’s life that is given at the start of part II.

Her father’s death_______________________________________________________ She defeats them a 












         second time
7. As you read the part about the smell, keep in mind that “ladies” are high society and “women” are lower class. Explain what was done about the smell. Note the differences in behavior/ reaction between the older generation and the new generation (this is important).

8. Why might the people feel sorry for Miss Emily?

a. Why were the people glad that the house was all that was left to her?

9. How does Miss Emily react to the death of her father? Do you agree with what the narrator said about her (explain)?

10. What do the attitudes of the town people reveal about the time and place of this story?

11. Explain the sentence “She carried her head high enough—even when we believed that she was fallen”. What might “fallen” mean here?

12. Why doesn’t Miss Emily answer the pharmacist’s questions?   

13. Why do you think she wanted the Arsenic (poison)?

 14. When was the last time the people saw Homer Baron?
15. What do the people find at the end of the story?

16. What is Faulkner’s theme for this story? 
