
BELLRINGER: FEB. 4 & 5 

You don’t need to write the question. 

 

What is the most effective commercial you have ever 

seen? (TV, Internet, print media…) 

Why was this commercial effective? (why did it work for 

you?) 

 

 

2: 7:36-8:45 

9: 8:50-9:40 

4: 9:45-10:55 

6:11:00-12:55 

8: 1:00 - 2:15 



F O R  T O D A Y ’ S  U N I T  L A U N C H  Y O U  W I L L  N E E D  

A  W R I T I N G  U T E N S I L  A N D  A  S H E E T  O F  P A P E R .   

UNIT 3: ADDRESSING 
INTOLERANCE  



WHAT IS INTOLERANCE? 

Unwillingness to accept views, beliefs, or behavior 

that differ from one’s own.  

 

Examples: Race, Age, Gender, Religion, 

Socioeconomic status.  

 

Come up with three on your own and how do they 

impact today’s society  



VIDEO EXAMPLES:  

Big Bang Theory Clip 

 

Why is this an example of intolerance? 

 

NYC Stop & Frisk 

Do you think the police are doing the right thing? Is 

this an example of racial profiling? 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ai5AdY9W-0Y
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ai5AdY9W-0Y
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ai5AdY9W-0Y
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_cCBOxBtKIE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_cCBOxBtKIE


CULMINATING PROJECT- ADDRESSING 
INTOLERANCE BY TEACHING TOLERANCE 

Develop a PSA (PowerPoint,Video, Poster, 

Song/Rap/Jingle, or speech.) 

 

Student examples from last year.  

Bullying  

Materialistic Clothing 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4DGLL3KAijqRURFZVBPNTZ5aXM/edit?usp=sharg
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B4DGLL3KAijqRURFZVBPNTZ5aXM/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tfRMSrLpNd0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tfRMSrLpNd0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tfRMSrLpNd0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tfRMSrLpNd0


YOUTUBE EXAMPLES 

• They Learn From You 

• Dear Parents 

• Day of Silence (2008) 

• Spread the Word to End the Word (2011)  

http://vimeo.com/47755364
http://youtu.be/qLIW8JWk1RI
http://youtu.be/ah5eUz6iT9s
http://youtu.be/T549VoLca_Q


POSTER EXAMPLES 

 



DISCUSSION  

What experiences do you think cause people to act 

intolerantly towards others? 

 

What are some ways you could stand up to others 

who are being intolerant. If you have stood up for 

something right before, what did you do? 

 

How can you teach tolerance?   



THINGS FALL APART BY CHINUA ACHEBE 

“The centre cannot hold/mere anarchy is loosed upon the world” 



WHY?  

Authors seem to advocate societal, political, or 

traditional change through examining societal 

customs. Often they will contrast places, events, 

language, and people to support their purpose. 

 

How is Achebe advocating for change via his novel?   

 



IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 Achebe wrote his novel specifically to address the 
types of novels written in the 18th and 19th century 
about the European encounters in Africa. Heart of 
Darkness by Joseph Conrad is one of the most 
famous novels. 

 

 Achebe wrote his novel in English because of his 
intended audience. 

 



 "When someone asked if Things Fall Apart had ever been translated into Igbo, 
Achebe's mother tongue, he shook his head and explained that Igbo exists in 
numerous dialects, differing from village to village. Formal, standardized, written Igbo 
-- like many other African languages -- came into being as a result of the Christian 
missionaries' desire to translate the Bible into indigenous tongues.  

 Unfortunately, when the Christian Missionary Society tackled Igbo... they brought 
together six Igbo converts, each from a different location, each speaking a different 
dialect." The resulting 'Union Igbo' bore little relationship to any of the six dialects--"a 
strange hodge-podge with no linguistic elegance, natural rhythm or oral authenticity"-
-yet the missionaries authorized it as the official written form of the Igbo languages.  

 Achebe would not consent to have his novel translated into this "linguistic travesty" 
Union Igbo. "Consequently, one of the world's great novels, which has been 
translated into more than 30 languages, is unable to appear in the language of the 
very culture that it celebrates and mourns. This irony seems an apt symbol for the 
complex ways Western Christianity has both blessed and marred the cultures of 
Africa" (Gallagher ). 

 



NIGERIAN PEOPLE  

Achebe wrote of the Igbo or Ibo people. He used many of their words AND did not 

include translations of those words. Consider how that makes you feel as an 

outsider to the culture?  



THE STORY BEGINS PRE-EUROPEAN CONTACT 

 Pay attention to how the Europeans are originally 
presented. 

 Pay attention to the increasing role Europeans play 
in the story. 

 Pay attention to what types of people accept the 
Europeans, what types of people tolerate the 
Europeans, and what types of people are 
intolerant of the Europeans.  



Imperialism  
and  
Colonialism 



IMPERIALISM DEFINED 

 Imperialism is the policy or action by which one country 
controls another country or territory.  

 Most such control is achieved by military means to gain 
economic and political advantages. Such a policy is also 
called expansionism.  

 An expansionist state that obtains overseas territories follows 
a policy usually called colonialism. An imperialist government 
may wish to gain new markets for its exports, plus sources of 
inexpensive labor and raw materials. A far-flung empire may 
satisfy a nation's desire for military advantage or recognition 
as a world power.  



COLONIALISM DEFINED 

 Colonialism is the policy or practice by which one country 
installs a settlement of its people on the lands of another 
society.  

 

 Usually, a colonizing country also quickly establishes political 
control over the other society.  

 

 Colonialism is generally associated with the European 
overseas expansion that began about 1500. (But it has 
occurred in most parts of the world and in most historical 
eras, even the most ancient.) 





COLONIALISM IN AFRICA 

 A racially based (or racist) system of political, economic, and 
cultural domination forcibly imposed by a technologically 
superior foreign minority on an indigenous majority. 
 It relied on "scientific" assumptions about White 

superiority.   
 It assumed that the nation state and an industrial capital 

economy were the most advanced forms of human 
organization.  

 It assumed an innate moral inferiority on the part of 
Africans. 

 It depended on economic exploitation and political 
oppression 



Periods Involved:  

 

1800 - 1880 :  European exploration and trade with Africa  

  by merchants, explorers, and missionaries.  

 

1880 - 1900 : Partition and Scramble for Africa  

 

1900 - 1920 : Colonization and Colonial Rule  

 

1950 -      : Independence and the Post-Colonial Era                                                                                             

COLONIALISM IN AFRICA 



YOUR TASK 

 While reading TFA, make notes. 

 Make your notes just like your 1984  notes. See the 
handout from today. 

 Think about how Achebe is creating a message about 
intolerance – it is multi-faceted and while it addresses 
race, goes beyond race.  

 We will be having Socratic seminars with this book 
throughout the Intolerance unit. 

 You will be writing a paper examining the book and the 
topic of intolerance.  



READING DEADLINES: 

 Part I – have all of Part I completed by Feb. 18.  

 Part II – have all of Part II completed by Feb. 26 

 Part III – have all of Part III completed by March 6. 

 

 Notes are due those days and we will have 
Socratic Seminars on those days. 

 Feel free to read ahead all you want. : ) 


