

How does Jackson use characterization and word choice 
to illustrate the difference between perception and reality in The Possibility of Evil”?

	CHARACTERIZATION
Evidence from text 
(Quote + pg. #)
	How that example shows the difference between Perception (how it seems) and reality (how it actually is)

	SPEECH (something the character says)
“There wouldn't have been a town here at all if it hadn't been for my grandfather and the lumber mill." (2)


“Nonsense. All babies are different. Some of them develop much more quickly than others." (5)
	Miss S. sees the town as her’s. The reality is SHE didn’t do anything for the town and SHE is making it a bigger deal than it is. 

Miss S seems nice because she is reassuring Mrs. Crane. However, Miss S then writes the anonymous note saying the child is an “IDIOT”

	THOUGHTS (something the character thinks)
Look for where the narrator says “She thought”

OR
Use her LETTERS

	

	EFFECT ON OTHERS (something that shows how others react to them)





	

	ACTIONS (something that the character does)





	

	LOOKS (something that shows how the character looks)

(towards the end) 


	


	WORD CHOICE
Evidence from text 
(Quote + pg. #)
	How that example shows the difference between Perception (how it seems) and reality (how it actually is)

	What is Jackson’s TONE in this short story? (neutral – negative)





	
Example 1
“Miss Strangeworth never concerned herself with facts; her letters all dealt with the more negotiable stuff of suspicion.” (8) 
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	The narrator states this to demonstrate Miss S. bases her letters on her perception only. She is not worried about the truth or the reality. This reveals a (slightly) negative opinion towards the character. 

	
Example 2






	

	
Example 3






	



