Song of Solomon by Toni Morrison
·        Toni Morrison, born Feb. 18, 1931 (check date on first page of novel), is generally considered one of the greatest U.S. writers of the 20th century. She is the last U.S. writer to win the Nobel Prize for Literature, which she won in 1993.

·        Song of Solomon won the National Book Award in 1977.

·        Themes heavily embedded in Greek and West African mythology, as well as the questing archetype, while the title comes directly from a book in the Bible.

·        Other novels: Beloved (1987, named best American novel of the last 25 years by The New York Times), The Bluest Eye (1970), Sula (1973), Tar Baby (1981), Jazz (1992), Paradise (1998),Love (2003), A Mercy (2008), Home (2012).

With Song we focus on the following six questions. You, along with your assigned group, are responsible for tracking the area you have been assigned on a separate sheet of paper of 25-30 examples. At the end of the reading of the novel, your group will present to the class your findings.

1)     “The journey” or “the quest” is a common literary archetype. How does this novel reflect or refute this stereotypical archetype? (see chapter 1 in HTRLLAP for help on the journey)
Include: all journeys for all characters, both physical and mental; Greek allusions (Circe) draw from the idea of the journey, too. There are some interesting examples of backwards journeys as well; make sure you annotate as you go.

2)     Intertextuality is the shaping of text meaning by another text, and fiction writers often engage in in this practice to add meaning to their fiction. How does the author do so in this novel? (see chapters 5-8 in HTRLLAP for help on intertextuality) 
Include: references to Bible, Greek, and African mythology, and any other. (Those three must be covered in all manifestations.)

3)     Minor characters often have great significance in a complex work of literature. How do the minor characters in this text add meaning and insight into the novel’s themes? (see chapter 10 in HTRLLAP for help – well at least help on the protagonist’s best friend) 
Include: All minor characters, with specific focus on several you find especially interesting from various parts of novel.

4)     The concept of “Home” is one explored throughout fiction. How does the novel develop this concept? (Golly – many chapters in HTRLLAP could help – chapter 1, 12, 15…)
Include: home not just in the physical “house” sense but homeland and movement towards.

5)     Love is a universal human emotion often explored in fiction. How does the novel cultivate the emotions of love (of self, of a lover, of people, of the world, of culture) and redemption? (Chapter 6? 14? And others in HTRLLAP)
Include: Right from title alluding to the biblical book most explicitly about love, and the first chapter, when a drunken character screams that he can handle the hate, but not the love, Morrison sets her novel up as a novel about love. Track this idea, coupled with mercy and redemption as well.

6)     Toni Morrison once said, “I felt that nobody wrote about those black people the way I knew those people to be. And I was aware of that fact, that it was rare. Aware that there was an enormous amount of apology going on, even in the best writing. But more important than that, there was so much explanation…the black writers always explained something to somebody else. And I didn’t want to explain anything to anybody else! …If I could understand Emily Dickinson—you know, she wasn’t writing for a black audience or a white audience; she was writing whatever she wrote! I think if you do that, if you hone in on what you write, it will be universal…not the other way around!” In what ways can a novel “hone in” on issues of race and gender but also be universal?  (Try chapters 24 and 13 in HTRLLAP)
There is a continuing concern with issues of gender (especially abandoned women) and race/racism (look for mentions of “whiteness”, for example.)
Reading Schedule: 

As you read, take notes in each chapter on the following items:

	Your reactions to what you’re reading – provide page numbers.
	The author’s use of literary devices (imagery, figurative language, allusions)- provide page numbers.
	Powerful and/or memorable words/phrases/descriptions – provide page numbers.


You should have at least 2-3 examples in each column for each chapter.

These notes will help you as you discuss and write about the book. 
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